Dental and craniofacial development in the normal and growth-retarded human fetus.
Craniofacial and dental development were examined in 32 human fetuses, 22--42 weeks of gestational age, nine of which were classified as light-for-dates (LFD). Statistically significant differences were detected between the LFD and the normal group with respect to upper and lower jaw size and cranial base length but not in the case of neurocranial length, orbital height or deciduous molar crown size. The structures which are least affected by intrauterine growth retardation are those whose growth rate is normally either low throughout the second half of gestation or falls substantially during the 10 weeks prior to term.